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Dear Councillor 

 
COUNCIL - THURSDAY 14TH JULY, 2022 
 

I refer to the agenda for the above meeting and now enclose the following information 
which was unavailable when the agenda was published. 

 

Agenda No. Item  

  

6. Questions Raised by Members of the Council (Pages 3 - 22) 

 Questions to Cabinet Members, Chairs of Committees or Spokespersons for 

any of the Joint Authorities upon any matter within their portfolio/area of 
responsibility, of which notice has been given by Members of the Council in 
accordance with Paragraph 49 to 51 of the Council and Committee Procedure 

Rules, set out in Chapter 4 of the Council Constitution. 
 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 

Dwayne Johnson 
 
Chief Executive 
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COUNCIL - 14th JULY 2022 

 
QUESTIONS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 

 
1. Question submitted by Councillor Evans to the Cabinet Member for Children’s 

Social Care (Councillor Doyle) 

 

 Subject: Ofsted Report from May 2022 
 

 “Can the Cabinet Member provide an update on the work being carried out in her 

department as a result of the Ofsted Report from May 2022? 
 

 Response: 
 

 “Children’s Social Care have been working hard in response to the findings to the Ofsted 

report.  Below provides a summary of the work undertaken so far and underway: 

 
• The permanent Director for Children's Services and the Assistant Director for 
 Safeguarding and Quality Assurance have come into post. 
• All staff within Children's Services (including Education) are in the process of 

 moving into one building (Magdalene house), which will provide a greater line of 
 sight and support to staff within the service.  

• Recruitment across all areas of the service is ongoing. However, we have 
 successfully recruited into 5 vacant Service Manager posts within the last 4 weeks 
 and a further 3 are currently out for advert.  

• A diagnostic by Sunderland 'Together for Children' was completed on the MASH. 
 The report and associated recommendations has been provided and is in the 

 process of being developed into an action plan. Further diagnostic is planned to look 
 at Liquid Logic system and how it can better support staff who are using it. 
• The Children's Services improvement plan is being completed and will be provided 

 to Ofsted in August. Service plans across all parts of the service are also currently 
 being devised with the support of strategic support. 

• Additional resource and capacity has been put in to parts of the service including, 
 MASH, Family Support and Safeguarding Teams (overseeing child in need, child 
 protection and care proceedings) and Care Experienced Children. 

• Currently receiving support and training through an experienced Department of 
 Education (DfE) consultant, on our support and offer to care experienced children 

 and those who are transitioning into adulthood. 
• A review of cases within the service including children with a disability, children 
 subject to Section 20, children who are in external placements. 

• Refresh and launch of the quality assurance framework.  
• Launch of the Social Work Academy, which is supported by the DfE. The Social 

 Work academy will have approximately 30 newly qualified Social Workers who will 
 be supported in their first year of employment. This will support the ongoing 
 recruitment and retention of a staffing group that has been difficult to recruit to. 

• Working with a company on international recruitment of Social Workers. We hope to 
 achieve 20 experienced qualified Social Workers to come into post from Africa at 

 the beginning of 2023. 
• Appointment of a Service Manager who will be responsible for developing and 
 opening more Children's Homes within Sefton.” 
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2. Question submitted by Councillor O’Brien to the Cabinet Member for Education 

(Councillor Roscoe) 

 
 Subject: Children’s Literacy 

 

 How is Sefton council library service supporting a strong foundation for children’s 

literacy? 
 

 Response: 

 

 “The library service provides a unique offer to support children’s literacy in the borough. 

Below are some of the more prominent activities that take place through the library 
service to support child literacy in Sefton. 
 
Pre-birth and new born children 

The library offer begins even before a baby is born through Talk to your Bump and Brew 

and Bump activities. These sessions encourage parents to read to their bump in the 
womb. Research show that babies in the womb are calmer and have a slower heartrate 
when a story or rhyme they have heard before is read to sang to them. This can also 

support bonding when the child is born. Here, soon to be new parents are encouraged to 
read aloud to their child as it gestates in the womb. This helps the mother connect with 

the baby but also embeds the library’s role in the early development of their child. 
 
When a new baby is born in Sefton, the Library Service targets them immediately before 

their first visit. The library service co-ordinates the distribution of Bookstart packs across 
Sefton and these packs are gifted to each new born baby in Sefton including their first 

book. These are handed out by midwives, nurseries, health workers and family wellbeing 
centres but the logistics and distribution in the first place are organised by the library 
service at no extra cost to the council. 

 
Each library provides a safe space for young mums to breastfeed comfortably, and 

library spaces are now being used by breastfeeding support groups free of charge. 
Hosting these groups in library spaces allows for the mums to be targeted in literacy-
based promotions such as encouraged to attend Story / Rhyme time and where young 

parent support literature can be offered. 
 
Story time and Rhyme time session 

Every library has a weekly storytime with on average attracts between 10-35 toddlers per 
week. In these sessions staff and volunteers read out a story to toddlers to engrain their 

love of stories and the magic of boos from an early age. Sessions are free to make them 
as inclusive as possible., so cost is not a barrier. 

 
During holiday periods, special storyteller session events are put on at certain libraries 
which are geared up to encourage reading and creative writing during the holiday 

periods 
 
Phonemics and early readers 

Library stock also includes books specifically targeting readers with special needs such 
as dyslexia. A new activity currently being piloted is a sensory activity for young children 

with special needs. Using special sensory, textured picture books children can use touch 
and sound to explore stories and books. 
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Toddler Trails 

Some libraries have created toddler trails, walks in and around the library where mums 

can walk their toddler to close destinations – usually to a place to pick a new picture 
book. 
 
Class visits  

Each library hosts class visits from pre-school, primary and secondary schools. In each 

of these sessions’ children are encouraged to sign up to the library to allow free loan of 
books.  
Class visits are taught how to use the library, that it is free, that everyone is welcome 

and, in some cases, how to use specific resources available. Visits by older children are 
also taught basic research techniques. 

 
Special literacy-based promotions 

Libraries also take part and encourage a variety of literacy-based promotions. The best 

known of these is World Book Day, and most libraries host competitions for young 
children dressing up as their favourite character in books. 

 
Sefton also takes part in World Poetry Day for children. 
 

The library service runs an annual children’s poetry competition in partnership with 
schools. This has proved very popular and encourages creative writing. 

 
The library service has also run ad hoc creative writing competitions when funding is 
available. 

 
Summer Reading Challenge 

One key national scheme Sefton takes part in each year is the Summer Reading 
Challenge. This is a themed challenge for 4–11-year-olds who are challenged to read 6 
books over the summer holidays. Each primary school is offered a visit from a member 

of library staff to promote the scheme at assemblies, and certificates are handed out to 
successful completers. Sefton has as very good track record in this literacy scheme and 

has usually got the highest completion rate in the North West. 
 
Reading Groups and book clubs 

There are reading group sets of children’s fiction available for children’s reading groups 
to use. Although children’s reading groups have currently ground to a halt due to Covid, 

the library service is looking to re-establish these. 
 
One teenage group that has maintained its presence is the Graphics Novel Club. This 

club is run by a member of library staff and the teenagers whoa re part of it help the 
library select it’s graphic novel collection. With support, they have also created their own 

unique graphic novel from scratch – so this group not only encourages reading, but also 
supports creative writing. 
 
Children’s Libraries and book loan 

Each library has a dedicated children’s library where children’s reading and storytelling 

activities takes place. These book loans targeting specific age groups of children – from 
toddler picture books to teenage fiction. So that no parents or children are excluded by 
cost, these books are offered for loan free of charge, so irrespective of a household 

income, every child gets the same opportunities to develop their literacy skills. Sefton 
Libraries currently has 33,000 items in stock and loans 130,000 books to children per 

year 
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Other activities 

Library staff do outreach activities to schools and key locations such as the Feelgood 

Factory in Netherton. 
 
Libraries also run Lego clubs, Minecraft clubs and craft sessions which allow the use of 

the library for fun activities to be embedded in children’s memories.” 
 

3. Question submitted by Councillor Grace to the Cabinet Member for Communities 
and Housing (Councillor Hardy) 

 

 Subject: Holiday Hunger for School Children 
 

 How is Sefton council working to tackle holiday hunger for school children in Sefton? 
 

 Response: 

 

 “Sefton Council receives a grant from central government to support families with 

Household costs. Via this funding we have ensured that all families with children eligible 
for free school meals receive vouchers to help them provide meals during the summer 
holiday. 
 

The Vouchers are provided via School and this summer we will be providing the 
following number of vouchers: 
 

Eligible Children who live in Sefton and go to school in Sefton - 9094 Vouchers 
Eligible Children who Live in Sefton but go to School in Knowsley – 196 Vouchers 

We also support children who live out of borough but go to School in Sefton: 
Children from Liverpool attending School in Sefton - 291  
Children from Lancashire attending School in Sefton - 56  

Children from Halton attending School in Sefton - 1  
 

For a number of years, The Neighbourhoods team with Support from the Community 
Transition Fund have offered the Summer Food programme. Healthy meals are 
produced and offered to families via Family Wellbeing Centres and community 

Organisations. Over 6000 meals are provided via this scheme.   
 

Sefton Council also receives Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) funding from the 
Department for Education. This funding allows the Council to commission activities that 
offer support for families who have children eligible for free school meals. As part of the 

sessions, there must be healthy nutritious food offered to the participants.  
 

The table below shows the range of organisations offering activities and the number of 
places available: 
 

Provider  No of 

Places 

Activity Offer 

Active Sports Centre - 

Maghull 
30 Team Building/ Orienteering / Athletics/ 

American Sports (baseball, Basketball 
etc)/ Football/ Tennis/ Dance/ 
Gymnastics/Crafts/Fun with food. 

Active Sports – Bishop David 

Shepard, Southport 
60 Team Building/ Orienteering / Athletics/ 

American Sports (baseball, Basketball 
etc)/ Football/ Tennis/ Dance/ 
Gymnastics/Crafts/Fun with food. 
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Active Sports – Holy Trinity 60 Team Building/ Orienteering / Athletics/ 
American Sports (baseball, Basketball 
etc)/ Football/ Tennis/ Dance/ 

Gymnastics/Crafts/Fun with food. 
Active Sports St Benedict’s 

Primary, Bootle 
60 Team Building/ Orienteering / Athletics/ 

American Sports (baseball, Basketball 
etc)/ Football/ Tennis/ Dance/ 

Gymnastics/Crafts/Fun with food. 
Central Family Wellbeing 40  Family Fun Sessions, Physical activity 

Programme, Creative Crafts, Relax 
Kids, Social Interaction Games, 

Shadow Board, SEND Group, Well 
Young People Sessions. 

Christchurch CE Primary 
School  

80  Mindfulness / Arts & Crafts /Team 
games/ Fun with food/ Active 

Sefton/Shy Lowen pony sanctuary. 
Community by Nature 50  Fun with food / Forest School/ Mobile 

Zoo / Circus Skills / Drama / Master 
Chef competition and Disco 

Creation Station    *Awaiting Details* 

Compassion Acts 70  Art & Crafts/ Music / Fun with food / 

Athletics/ Physical activities. 
Chesterfield High School 70 Ice Skating / Adventure Trail. Indoor 

Inflatable Centre / Football Golf.  
Conquer Life 20  Fun with food / Drama/ Dance / Crafts 

/ Mindfulness/ Physical activities with 
problem Solving. 

FirstKickFootball 50 Multi – Sports Activities /baseball/ 
Basketball/ Dodgeball/ Football/ Arts 

and crafts/ 
Wii / Xbox /Bouncy Castle 

Frantastic Holiday Club 25 Physical Activities / Crafts / Fun with 
food / Games / Work out sessions with 

Jo Wicks programme. 
Fun 4 Kidz Churchtown 42 Crafts / Sports Games/ Indoor and 

Outdoor Play /Cookery /Obstacle 
courses/Yoga/Quizzes/ Activity books 

includes Breakfast and Lunch 
Fun 4 Kidz Farnborough 

Road 
30  Crafts / Sports Games/ Indoor and 

Outdoor Play /Cookery /Obstacle 
courses/Yoga/Quizzes/ Activity books 
includes Breakfast and Lunch 

 

  

4. Question submitted by Councillor Bradshaw to the Cabinet Member for 
Communities and Housing (Councillor Hardy) 

 

 Subject: The Atkinson 
 

 How confident is the Cabinet member that The Atkinson has overcome the challenges of 
Covid? 
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 Response: 

 

 “I am confident that The Atkinson has safely managed the challenges of Covid to date.  

The Atkinson continues to monitor the public health situation carefully to ensure that 

appropriate responses are taken in a timely manner. 

The venue has followed national and council guidance throughout the pandemic.  Risk 

assessments have been developed and delivered in consultation with the Council’s 

Health & Safety team.  

The Atkinson’s most recent Visit England assessment in 2021 saw an increased score 

overall with all aspects of cleanliness rated either ‘Very Good’ or ‘Excellent’.  Within the 

performing arts sector the Atkinson has followed UK Theatre’s See it Safely guidance 

and received accredited status throughout the duration of the campaign. 

Our highly supportive staff have provided confidence to returning audiences and we 

have received many compliments on the reassuring welcome we offer to customers.  

Visiting production companies have also praised us for the professional welcome they 

receive. 

Safety measures are still in place, and these include a remodelled cleaning schedule to 

protect the high standard of hygiene throughout the building.  Elements of staff home 

working continue where appropriate. 

The Atkinson will continue to demonstrate caution in its approach to programming.  

Additional safety measures may be re-activated immediately as required and the venue 

will continue to monitor Covid developments to ensure that public and staff safety remain 

central to its delivery.”  

5. Question submitted by Councillor Waterfield to the Cabinet Member for 
Communities and Housing (Councillor Hardy) 

 
 Subject: Homes for Ukrainian Scheme 

 

 Can the Cabinet member provide an update on the Homes for Ukrainian scheme in 
Sefton? 
 

 Response: 

 

 At the CM Briefing on 18 May 2022 a report was presented giving an overview of the 
Homes for Ukraine scheme and how Sefton had responded. I provide below an update 

which also reports on school provision for the 49 children that have arrived.  
 
1. Homes for Ukraine – School impact 

 
1.1 For the period 1/3/22 to 31/5/22 135 guests have arrived in Sefton forming 53 

family groups. 49 children between the age of 2 – 18 are part of this group total.  
 

1.2 Of the 49 children that have arrived 32 have been placed at school  or referred to 
Further Education settings. There are 17 children who have only just arrived and 
we are still awaiting an application from them. Of the 32 children placed there have 

been no major issues and the schools have been incredibly supportive and 
accommodating. We are finding that families are requesting schools where other 

Ukrainian children attend but are equally understanding if we inform them there is 
no room at that school or in that year group. 
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1.3 Schools that have accepted 32 Ukrainian children in the HfU scheme are: 
 

 Birkdale Primary – 1 child 
 Chesterfield High – 2 children 
 Churchtown Primary – 1 child 

 Deyes/Maricourt/Maghull – 1 child 
 Farnborough Road Primary – 1 child 

 Freshfield – 1 child 
 Great Crosby RC  Primary – 1 child 
 Hatton Hill – 1 child 

Lydiate Primary – 1 child 
 Great Crosby – 1 child 

 Range High - 2 children 
Redgate Primary – 2 children 
St Andrews – 1 child  

St Marys – 2 children  
St Michaels Primary – 2 children 

St Nicholas’ – 1 child 
Ursuline – 2 children 
Valewood – 1 child 

Waterloo – 1 child 
Woodlands – 7 children 

 
1.4 Overall there haven’t been any significant issues and there haven’t been any 

complaints from the public. When places haven’t been available alternatives have 

been offered and accepted quickly.    
  
2. Staffing Update  

 
2.1 The staffing structure has been agreed and we are currently preparing to advertise 

for the Service Manager and Localities Team Manager position. The Team Leaders 
and Officer roles have just been through Job Evaluation and so we are in a position 

where we can advertise when we are ready to. The Housing Options Prevention 
Officer will be advertised and recruited to as part of the other roles within the 
Housing Options Team. 

 
2.2 The structure is as follows: 

 
   
 

   
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Service Manager 
Hay 6 

Localities Team 
Manager 

Grade L 

Housing 
Options 

Prevention 

Officer (G) 

Resettlement Team 
Leader (H) - South 

Resettlement Team 
Leader (H) - Central 

 

Resettlement Team 
Leader (H) - North 

 

Resettlement Officer 

(F)  

x 2 

Resettlement Officer 

(F)  

x 2 

Resettlement Officer 

(F)  
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2.3 Consultation meetings have been held with the affected contact tracer staff to keep 
them appraised of the process, to answer questions and to allay fears. For those 

that do not want to be part of the team going ford redeployment options will 
continue to be made available to them 

 

3. Other Issues 

 

3.1 We are acutely aware of the potential impact on homelessness services should the 
sponsor/guests relationship breakdown and so we are ensuring that we resolve 
issues quickly. We have managed to rematch a couple of cases already that would 

have normally come Housing Options Team for assistance.  
 

3.2 I have developed a training package for the team that focuses on:- 
 

  Trauma 

  Mediation Managing Conflict 

  Personal Safety 

  Case-working with people where English isn’t the first language 

  British values 

The team have all competed safeguarding for adults and children modules and we 

are also encouraging the team to attend the Mental Health First Aid course too. 
 
3.3 We have submitted our first quarterly claim for the resettlement grant for the 135 

guests that have arrived.  
 

3.4 We have proactively sent a Microsoft Form to all Sefton residents that have 
expressed an interest in becoming a sponsor in an effort to identify those that want 
to go forward. We can then focus our visits and checks and hopefully create a 

small cohort of sponsors who could help at short notice should a relationship 
breakdown or a guest arrive in the region unexpectedly. 

 
5. Summary   

 

5.1 Sefton has delivered a robust response to the DLUHC Homes for Ukraine scheme. 
There have been no significant issues with placing children in school. The transition 

from the temporary staffing arrangements to a more permanent team is in motion.   
 
6. Update as at 8 July 2022 

 
6.1 We have 178 Ukrainians arrive in Sefton. These are made up as: 

  

 67 Family Groups 

 108 Adults 

 70 Children aged 0-18 
 

6. Question submitted by Councillor John Joseph Kelly to the Cabinet Member for 
Education (Councillor Roscoe) 

 
 Subject: Youth Programmes 

 

 Can the Cabinet member provide an update on the youth programmes planned for the 
summer holidays 
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 Response: 
 

 “Communities has a range of activities/provision on offer for the youth of Sefton 
throughout the summer holidays.  These activities take place across the service.  They 
are held at council venues across the borough, for example, libraries, The Atkinson, 

leisure centres, Aiming High and Family well-being centres. 
 

This list is not exhaustive, we also have several commissioned VCF sector Youth 
providers across the borough.  
 

The following links are included to provide more detail and, in addition, the most up to 
date timetables and a list of commissioned Youth Providers across the borough.  

 
https://www.facebook.com/seftonlibraries  

https://twitter.com/SeftonLibraries  

https://www.theatkinson.co.uk/whats-on/  

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/sport-leisure/activities-for-children-young-people/be-active-

school-holiday-activities/what-activities-are-on-offer/  

 
In addition to the usual library Storytime activities, The Atkinson offers the following:- 

 
Free family activities 

 

Families are at the heart of The Atkinson. A range of interactive displays and creative 
activities have been designed to help visitors of all ages have fun whilst exploring their 

free art gallery and museum. 
https://www.theatkinson.co.uk/visit-us/families/  

 
Interactive Storytelling  

Interactive storytelling and imaginative play sessions for children aged 3-7. Ignite your 

child’s imagination, develop their confidence, and encourage their communication skills 
with these family sessions: 

 
Wednesday 27 July, 11am-11:30am 
Wednesday 10 August, 11am-11:30am 

Wednesday 17 August, 11am-11:30am 
Wednesday 24 August, 11am-11:30am 

(Sessions are free, however, booking is required as places are limited. Booking for each 

session will be open one week in advance.) 
 
Make it! Craft Workshops 

Get creative during the summer holidays in The Atkinson’s free craft workshops for 
children of all ages. Be inspired by their museum, galleries, and theatre programme. All 

equipment provided. Suitable for all ages.  
Thursday 28 July, 11am-3pm 

Thursday 04 August, 11am-3pm 
Thursday 11 August, 11am-3pm 
Thursday 18 August, 11am-3pm 

Thursday 25 August, 11am-3pm 

(Free, drop-in events. Booking is not required) 

 
Young Curators Summer Sessions 

Are you interested in the arts? Would you like to work for a museum in the future?  
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Then The Atkinson want to hear from you! In these free summer sessions, you will work 
with industry professionals to develop your creative skills and understanding of museum 

collections. 
Tuesday 2, 9, 16 & 23 August, 11am – 3pm, Age 14 – 18 

(Free, lunch included book online) 

 
Some activities such as the Holiday Activity fund requires a referral (please see details 

below). 
 
Summer 2022 we are delivering the Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF) from 

the following venues. The programme offers funded places in existing holiday activity 

provisions for children in receipt of free school meals. Each child is entitled to attend a 

minimum of 4 four-hour sessions per week for 4 weeks of the school summer holidays. 

Most of our providers are offering more than this minimum. In total we are currently 

funding 1574 free places across Sefton. The scheme offers children the opportunity to 

engage in physical activities with peers and includes a healthy lunch. Holiday activities 

and food programme 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Active Sports 
Group 

Bishop David 
Shepphard 

Primary 

Holy Trinity 
Primary 

St. Benedicts 
Primary 

Central Family 
Wellbeing 

Centres 

Christchurch 
CE Primary  

Community by 
Nature 

Creation 
Station 

Compassion 
Acts 

Chesterfield 
High School 

Conquer Life First Kick 

Football 

Frantastic 

Holiday Club 

Fun 4 Kidz 

Churchtown 

Fun 4 Kids 

Farnborough 
Road 

Fun 4 Kidz 

L30 

Holy Family 

High School 

Hype JETS Kinderworld 

Little Precious 
People 

Little Stars Litherland 
Youth & 

Community 
Centre 

Merseyside 
Youth 

Association 

Netherton 
Park 

North Family 
Wellbeing 

Centres 

Rimrose Hope 
Primary 

South Family 
Wellbeing 

Centres 

Sherpa Kids 
Club 

SING 
(Seaforth 

Information 
Network 

Group) 

Parenting 
2000 

St. Lukes 
Primary 

St. Mary’s 
Primary 

Y Kids The Youth and 
Community 
Partnership 

CIC 

Waterloo 
Primary 

Rampworkx    

 

7. Question submitted by Councillor Carlin to the Cabinet Member for Health and 

Wellbeing (Councillor Moncur) 

 

 Subject: Air Pollution 
 

 Sefton like many places across the country suffer from worrying levels of pollution 

especially air pollution. Can the Cabinet member for Health and Wellbeing update the 
Council as to the inform the actions undertaken by Sefton Council to improve air quality 

across the borough? 
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 Response: 
 

 Background/Context 

 
Ongoing evidence shows that certain atmospheric pollutants are linked to poor health. 

The Environment Act 1995 places a statutory duty on all Local Authorities to regularly 
review and assess air quality in their areas and produce an Air Quality Annual Status 

Report (ASR) which provides a detailed account of air quality in its area. Sefton’s 
approved ASR’s can be found via the following link 
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environmental-protection/air-quality/ 

 
 The Air Quality Regulations made under the Act specify the pollutants that must be 

considered and set standards and objectives for each of the pollutants, which are 
referred to as National Air Quality Standard (NAQS) Objectives. 

 

 As a result of ongoing monitoring and assessment Air Quality in the majority of 

Sefton has been shown to be of a good standard and levels are well within the 

National Air Quality Standard Objectives.  

 Like a number of other Local Authorities there are however areas in the South of 

the Borough, where due to high levels of traffic, and other localised sources 

including the Port of Liverpool, where levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) are above or 

close to the national standard. Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) have been 

designated in these locations  

 In addition to monitoring and assessing levels of air quality to determine 
compliance with national limits, Sefton has an ongoing duty to consider, and where 

appropriate, implement actions to improve air quality in the Borough.  
 

 In response, a number of historical improvement actions have already been 
implemented in Sefton with positive results in terms of reducing pollution. 
Examples of AQ improvement actions already implemented are summarised 

below:   
 
Air Quality Actions Completed/Ongoing 

 

 Port Booking System: Working with Peel in 2019 a sophisticated port booking 

system was developed which specifies an arrival and departure time for all vehicles 

accessing the Port in Sefton. Autogate technology was also introduced for the new 

L2 terminal in 2015. These measures are designed to reduce congestion and 

waiting, hence idling times, primarily mitigating emissions from HGV traffic, but also 

having similar benefits for other local traffic. 

 Ongoing support for ECO Stars Fleet Recognition Scheme: Sefton Council 

have provided funding (using a DEFRA air quality grant for the initial two-year trial) 

to promote the operation of the scheme (commenced in Sefton in 2013) which aims 

to reduce emissions from vehicle fleets. In particular, Sefton Council has identified 

operators using the A5036 and A5058 routes as high priority, emphasising the 

impact of port traffic on local air quality.  

 Anti-Idling Campaign. In June 2019, Sefton Council launched an anti-idling public 

awareness campaign, identifying and targeting key hotspots and demographics to 

try and reduce idling and the associated air quality impacts.  
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 North Liverpool Key Corridor improvement project: This joint initiative between 

LCC and Sefton Council was designed to improve access and reduce congestion 

along the A565 in the Millers Bridge Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). The 

junction improvement at Millers Bridge works were completed in Spring 2020 and 

monitoring is being undertaken to understand the impacts on traffic flow and air 

quality in the area.  

 South Road/Crosby Road North/Haigh Road Junction Improvement works 

(Waterloo) (part of measures contained within the A565 Route Management 

Strategy): Following an AQMA declaration in this area due to NO2 exceedances, 

junction improvement works were undertaken to improve traffic flow and reduce 

associated congestion. Air quality monitoring indicates the works have had a 

positive effect on lowering pollution.  

 Changes to traffic flow to reduce stop/start congestion: Improvements to traffic 

light systems continue to be made to ensure that Sefton’s infrastructure is 

optimised for maintaining vehicle flows and minimising congestion. For example, a 

Hurry Call traffic management system has been installed to allow HGVs through 

the Millers Bridge/Derby Road traffic lights without having to stop / start on the 

incline at Millers Bridge, thus reducing pollution from this vehicle type.  

 Intensive Road Cleaning: intensive road and footpath cleaning has taken place in 

a number of AQMA’s to reduce Particulate levels in these hotspots. 

 Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Points: Through the planning development 

control process all new residential properties are required to include provision of an 
EV charging point (provision requirements are specified through the Sustainable 

Travel and Development SPD, 2018). 
 
 DEFRA Grant Funded Domestic Solid Fuel Behaviour Change Project: 

Evidence from ongoing research suggests that the use of domestic fossil fuels can 
increase local levels of particulates including PM2.5.  

 
 Sefton was successful in obtaining a grant through the Local Authority Air Quality 

grant fund with the primary aim of minimising the Particulate Matter (PM) 

contribution from domestic solid fuel use in Sefton through behaviour change.  The 
project was unfortunately impacted upon by the pandemic but is now complete as 

far as practicable. Notwithstanding the impact of the pandemic several successful 
elements were completed and will remain as a legacy of the project with the 
ongoing objective of reducing PM emissions including PM2.5. The headline actions 

are detailed below: 
 

o Development of a library of behaviour change publicity material - leaflets, 
posters, factsheets etc 

o Continued engagement with stove suppliers/ installers /chimney sweeps and 

fuel suppliers in area using communication material produced as part of the 
project. 

o Real time ongoing measurement of PM10 and PM2.5 levels in the Crosby area 
(high stove use neighbourhood) using a FIDAS dual particulate monitor. 

o Development of a public website https://smokecontrolsefton.co.uk/ which 

contains a host of behaviour change information for householders, 
businesses, and suppliers on ways to minimise particulate emissions from the 

use of solid fuels for heating. 
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Current AQ improvement initiatives/projects 

 

In addition to the more traditional actions already completed officers working under the 
direction of the Air Quality Member Reference Group are continually looking at ways to 
further improve air quality and several innovative actions are currently underway which 

are summarised below. 
 

 Joint Sefton/Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) emissions 
enforcement project: A joint vehicle emissions enforcement project recently took 

place (Dec 2021) to identify HGV’s and PSV’s travelling between the Port and 

Switch Island which were emitting unacceptable levels of pollution. Sefton funded 
air pollution monitoring equipment was used to identify vehicles emitting higher 

than expected emissions levels. DVSA officers then stopped the vehicle identified 
and undertook further testing/inspection to identify any emission control system 
faults. A number of faults were identified on vehicles stopped and follow up action 

has been taken by DVSA. Officers are Planning to re-run the project in late 
summer 2022. 

 
 Joint Sefton/JMU low-cost sensor co location study: Sefton Council and John 

Moores University (JMU) are currently undertaking a joint air quality monitoring co-
location study to determine how accurate lower cost air pollution sensors are, 
compared to Sefton’s own DEFRA approved automatic monitoring equipment. The 

study is underway at our Millers Bridge monitoring site and in collaboration with 
JMU, 3 lower cost sensors are currently being tested for accuracy 

 

 DEFRA funded Schools behaviour change project: Officers from Sefton’s 

Energy and Environmental Management Team supported by Environmental Health 

were successful in obtaining a DEFRA AQ grant of £122,500 to undertake an 
educational behaviour change project. The overall aim of this project is to raise 

awareness of Air Quality and in turn encourage behavioural changes that will have 
immediate and long- term positive impacts on Air Quality in Sefton. In partnership 
with Sefton Council’s Educational Staff based in the Eco Centre, a termly 

programme of AQ support and learning will be offered to all Sefton Primary schools 
(and in turn the wider local community) during 2021/22 academic year, with a 

particular focus on schools within or close to one of Sefton’s 4 Air Quality 
Management Areas (AQMAs). The programme will consist of: 

 

  A dedicated educational officer to support schools with a termly programme of 
AQ support and learning all linking to core national curriculum subjects. 

Including lesson plans, activity sheets, homework booklets, campaigns (walk 
to school, anti-idling), activities, how-to guides. 

  Expansion of the Clean Air Crew website, including also making i t appeal to 

KS3/4 (Secondary schools)  

  Development of higher level online AQ training course for parents/ teachers/ 

Sefton Staff/ residents 

  Installation of a state of the art, digital technology immersive room at the Eco 

Centre and the development of 2 immersive experiences based on AQ. This 
will be accessed by both schools and the wider community. It will also be 
managed by the educational staff after the programme has finished leaving a 

legacy of the project for years to come.  

  In addition, approximately 20 schools in the AQMA areas will be provided with 

an AQ monitoring pack and training of how to use it (including 12 monthly 
NO2 diffusion tubes that will provide localised AQ evidence of any immediate 

improvements). 
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 Low cost AQ sensor Trial: Officers from Highways and Environmental Health are 

currently working on a joint air quality project as part of the School Streets and 

active travel agenda. Three low-cost air quality sensors (Earth Sense Zephyr) have 
been purchased to monitor air quality levels around 3 schools identified as part of 
the initial phases of the School Streets project. AQ levels will be monitored before 

and after the School Street initiatives are implemented to assess any reductions in 
pollution as a result of the measures. Sensors will also be used to determine the 

different travel methods used (walk /cycle/car). 
 

 Traffic signal upgrade/incorporation of AQ sensors: As part of a City Region 

traffic signal upgrade project, funding for 7 air quality sensors (Earthsense Zephyr) 
was secured which are now operational. The sensors are located at 7 key traffic 

light junctions in the Borough and integrated into Sefton’s traffic signal control 
system (Stratos). Real time air pollution data is now available from the sensors at 

these key locations, which can also be used to trigger specific traffic signal 
strategies to alleviate congestion if levels of localised pollution are of concern. 
Officers from Highways and Environmental Health are currently working together to 

developer potential traffic light strategies based on the sensor outputs. 
 

 Development of an Outline Business Case (OBC) for the consideration of a 
Sefton Based Clean Air Zone (CAZ): In response to concerns regarding levels of 

air quality in the South of the Borough and the ongoing expansion of the Port a 

preliminary CAZ study was undertaken in 2019. The study concluded that air 
quality improvements could potentially be achieved in Sefton with the 

implementation of a CAZ. Following consideration of the conclusions of the 
preliminary study, Sefton’s Cabinet agreed that a detailed Outline Business Case 
(OBC) for a Clean Air Plan which included consideration of a CAZ should be 

prepared, to set out future air quality recommendations for Sefton. The outline 
business case has now been completed and a Cabinet report on the outcome of 

the OBC is currently being prepared.” 
 

8. Question submitted by Councillor Howard to the Cabinet Member for Regulatory, 

Compliance and Corporate Services (Councillor Lappin) 

 

 Subject: Climate Change 
 

 Can the lead Cabinet member for Climate change update the council on the latest 

projects the council has undertaken in its commitment to achieving Zero carbon? 
 

 Response: 

 
“Can I please refer the Councillor to the Annual Report that is comprehensive (link 

below). 
 

https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=139&MId=10718&Ver=4 
 
I would highlight some specific projects so far which are:- 

 
- Agile working for staff and reductions in business travel 

- Improvements to Bootle and Southport Town Halls 
- LED street lighting project 
- Procurement of 100% renewable energy” 
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9. Question submitted by Councillor Lloyd-Johnson to the Cabinet Member for 

Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services (Councillor Lappin) 

 
 Subject: Personal Licenses 

 

 How many personal licenses are currently held in Sefton and how many of those were 

granted from 2016 onwards. 
 

 Response: 

 

 “I’m not sure what the Councillor is referring to in relation to personal licenses?” 

 
10. Question submitted by Councillor Prendergast to the Cabinet Member for 

Children’s Social Care (Councillor Doyle) 

 
 Subject: Improvement Board - Children’s Social Care 

 

 Over the past year, the ironically named ‘Improvement Board’ has met on numerous 

ocassions to discuss and seek to improve Children’s Social Services in Sefton. As far as 

I am aware, the minutes for these meetings are not publicly available and no members of 

the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for Children’s Services have ever been invited to 

attend. This makes it difficult for the Committee to review and scrutinse what the 

Improvement Board is doing. 

Taking into account the above, can the Cabinet Member answer the following questions: 

1. Is there a reason the minutes of Improvement Board meetings are not publicly 

available? 

2. Will the Cabinet Member undertake to make the minutes of Improvement Board 

meetings publicly available to aid transparency and accountabiity? 

3. Will any members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for Children’s Services 

be invited to attend Improvement Board meetings? 

 Response: 

 

 1.   “The Improvement Board is not a council meeting, it’s an independent board set up 

 with a membership of all agencies concerned with the safeguarding of children.  It is 
 chaired by an independent chair, with attendance from a Department of Education 
 Lead and a DfE appointed Improvements Advisor, in addition to the attendance of 

 partner agencies such as the Police, Health and Head Teachers from Sefton 
 schools. The Improvement Board is not a public meeting and, therefore, the minutes 

 of this meeting are not publically available. 
 
2.    As stated in the previous question response, the minutes will not be publically 

 available for the reasons I have already outlined. 
 

3.   The Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee will attend the Improvement 
 Board and will be a full member of this Board moving forward. Additionally, both 
 myself and Cllr Roscoe, in our statutory roles as Lead members for Children’s 

 Services and Education, will also attend this meeting. This will provide accountability 
 and transparency, as mentioned in your last question”. 
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11. Question submitted by Councillor Sir Ron Watson CBE to the Leader of the 

Council (Councillor Ian Maher) 

 
 Subject: Council Meeting 19th May 2022 – Labour Party Questions  

 

 Will the Leader of the Council please advise the last occasion when the Labour Group 

put down Questions in the same way of those submitted at the Council meeting on the 

19 May 2022? 

 Response: 

 

 “Councillors of all parties are entitled to submit questions to Full Council as and when 

they see fit.” 
 

12. Question submitted by Councillor Sir Ron Watson CBE to the Leader of the 

Council (Councillor Ian Maher) 

 

 Subject: Council Meeting 19th May 2022 – Labour Party Council Questions – 
Confirmation of Process 
 

 Will the Leader of the Council confirm that none of the Questions printed for the meeting 

on the 19 May 2022 were not discussed by Members of the Cabinet and the rest of the 

Labour Group prior to the decision to submit the Questions? 

 Response: 
 

 “No” 

13. Question submitted by Councillor Sir Ron Watson CBE to the Leader of the 

Council (Councillor Ian Maher) 

 

 Subject: Council Meeting 19th May 2022 - Labour Party Questions - Officer Time 
 

 Will the Leader of the Council advise how much time was spent by Officers preparing 

what in many cases were very detailed and lengthy answers to many of the Questions 

submitted by backbench Labour Members and read out by the relevant Cabinet 

Member? 

 

 Response: 
 

 “As the Councillor will be aware from the many questions submitted by himself, officer 
time can be spent assisting in responses.  I am not aware that any such time is actually 
recorded or needs to be.” 
 

14. Question submitted by Councillor Mike Morris MBE to the Leader of the Council 

(Councillor Ian Maher) 

 
 Subject: Council Meeting 19th May 2022 - Council Questions - Mayor’s Discretion 

 

 Will the Leader of the Council agree to review the Sefton Council processes and 

Constitution to allow the Mayor to use his or her discretion in respect of the time 

currently available for Questions at the Full Council which many consider, in view of the 

behaviour of the Labour Group, is now a necessary change to ensure proper democratic 

accountability in the best interests of the public? 
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 Response: 
 

 “If the Councillor wishes to alter the Council’s Constitution, he should put forward any 
suggested changes at the appropriate time.” 
 

15. Question submitted by Councillor Sir Ron Watson CBE to the Leader of the 
Council (Councillor Ian Maher) 

 
 Subject: Overview and Scrutiny Committees 

 

 Members of the Regeneration and Skills Overview and Scrutiny Committee, as part of 

the recommendations from the LGA Peer Review, attended a Teams Meeting on the 

subject facilitated by an LGA Member who is an expert in this field. 

There was a two part presentation and a Q&A session and it emerged from both of these 

that the Chairmanships of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees in most Councils were 

not Chaired by the majority group. 

There were differences but these related in the main to hung Councils. 

In addition, it was clear that confidential information only currently available to Cabinet 

Members was also shared with the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees subject 

to the same level of confidentiality. 

The session was based entirely on the overall concept that O&S Committees were there 

to act as a ‘critical friend’ and it was on this basis that they should consider the matters in 

front of them. 

Will the Leader of the Council now agree to alter the Council’s Constitution to ensure that 

the O&S Committees can undertake fully the role allocated to them that the current 

system is altered to ensure that the Chairmanship is not held by the majority group and 

that confidential information on which the Cabinet have made their decision be now 

available to the O&S Committee on the same basis that applies currently only to the 

Cabinet. 

 Response: 
 

 “I refer the Councillor to my response to question 14.” 
 

16. Question submitted by Councillor Sir Ron Watson CBE to the Representatives of 
the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority Transport Committee 

 

 Subject: Merseytravel 
 

 Would the Members who are our Representatives on the Merseytravel Board please 
advise the financial consequences of a wage increase of 7.1% to rail staff? 
 

 Response: 

 

 “As part of the concession agreement, annual Merseytravel employees pay awards are 
determined and negotiated by Merseyrail who are on revenue risk. This isn't a matter for 
Merseytravel.” 
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17. Question submitted by Councillor John Pugh to the Cabinet Member for 

Communities and Housing (Councillor Trish) 

 
 Subject:  Identifying Accident Risks on the Highway 

 

 What approaches have been made to the council by organisations specialising in 

Artificial Intelligence to assist with the identification of accident risks on our highways? 
 

 Response: 

 

 “Officers have entered into discussions with one organisation specialising in this type of 

product and the company has outlined the processes involved in providing Artificial 
Intelligence derived collision maps. Further details, such as contact details of officers 
from other Local Authorities using the product have been requested and are currently 

awaited, to allow a full evaluation of the product and concept to be made. 
 

In addition, Safer Sefton Together, Sefton’s Community Safety Partnership has 
previously considered road safety as part of their terms of reference to keep residents 
safe within their communities.  A planned piece of work is due to start in September 

where an independent report has been commissioned into the multi -agency response to 
serious road safety accidents.  The report will look into how organisations work together, 

share information, and provide community reassurance following such tragic events.  
This report will then be considered by Safer Sefton Together and an action plan 
developed where improvements have been identified.” 
 

18. Question submitted by Councillor Pugh to the Cabinet Member for Communities 

and Housing (Councillor Hardy) 

 
 Subject: Ainsdale Ward Councillors Notification 

 

 Following the co-ordinated action day involving sundry Council departments in the 

Sandbrook Way area of Ainsdale in early summer, could the Cabinet member indicate 
what steps were taken to notify the Ainsdale ward councillors prior to the event ?  
 

 Response: 
 

 “Councillor Thompson (Ainsdale Ward Councillor) raised issues directly with One Vision 
Housing regarding responsible dog ownership and environmental protection.  
 

One Vision Housing organised an Action morning for May 18 th, and they invited the 
Council’s environmental health team to attend, who in turn let Sue Ashe in the 

Neighbourhoods team know that the event was taking place. 
 
As the event was organised by One Vision Housing, Council officers did not inform Ward 

Councillors that the event was taking place. 
 

Letters offering advice about responsible dog ownership, dog fouling and fly tipping were 
given to residents.  
 

Feedback about the event was given by One Vision Housing at the Southport 
Operational Group that was held on 30th June.” 
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19. Question submitted by Councillor Sayers to the Cabinet Member for Planning 

(Councillor Veidman) 

 
 Subject: Discrepancy in Developers Educational Levy 

  

 The below paragraph regarding Maghull school provision is taken from Sefton council's 

planning report on the housing development at what was called Tyson's triangle, it is the 

last piece of green belt on your left as you drive towards Ormskirk on the A59 at Robins 

Island. The Land at the rear of Moreton's dairy on Kenyon’s Lane. Lydiate. It’s in PARK 

Ward. 

"Schools 

The Local Plans Manager, in consultation with Education, advises that there are a 

number of primary schools within a reasonable distance to the proposal site. One of 

those schools, Lydiate Primary, has sufficient spare capacity to accommodate an 

increase of local school children on this Development. There are plenty of spare places 

in Maghull’s three secondary schools to accommodate any increase in secondary school 

pupils from this and other Developments in the Area. No education contributions should 

therefore be sought from this proposal."  

It is my understanding that Class Sizes in Maghull & Lydiate Primary Schools are 

increasing beyond 30 pupils per class and for a 30-seat reception class at St Gregory’s 

Primary there are 67 applicants for places. I have a number of families complaining they 

cannot access places in the local Primary schools, this  for the first time in my 9 years as 

a Councillor. 

Lydiate Primary is literally falling to pieces, so much so the Local Labour MP raised the 

issue in the House of Commons. Nevertheless, Sefton Council Planners and their 

Education Department colleagues sought no Education Contribution from this 

development of 300 executive Homes. 

I was digging through some planning reports and came across one in the planning 

Committee minutes for the 13th of April. A developer off Holgate in Thornton is building 

202 houses, 100 less than Lydiate, but is being required to pay an educational levy of 

£459,380 for primary education in Crosby & Thornton.  

Lydiate gets £0, Crosby & Thornton gets nearly half a million pounds, Can the Leader 

explain why there is such a discrepancy and why one area merits substantial funding 

whilst another area gets nothing? 

 Response: 
 

 “Section 106 contributions are secured towards primary school provision where it is 

considered that the increase in new housing will not be supported by sufficient primary 
school places. The Planning Department will use data from the Local Education 

Authority on individual proposals for new homes to determine if there are sufficent school 
places in the area or not, and therefore if any local primary schools need extending. 

Lydiate has only one large housing allocation, that at Kenyons Lane, and the data from 

the LEA is that there is sufficient capacity at local primary schools to accommodate the 
anticipated increase in children of primary school age on that scheme. Whilst some 
schools may need investment and renovation, it is not for housebuilders to rectify 

existing problems.  
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This would not meet the legal test for the use of planning obligations (i.e. section 106 
payments). The contributions secured towards local primary schools can only be used to 
provide additional places.  

The current situation at Lydiate Primary is that it has reduced published admission from 

September 2022 due to the falling pupil numbers and the consequent impact on school 
finances that affects school organisation and teaching.  Should there be a future 

sufficiency need, appropriate action to create additional places in collaboration with 
schools and admission authorities will be taken. This may include asking schools who 
have previously reduced their number of places, for example Lydiate, to reopen them to 

create additional capacity. 

In some locations, such as Thornton, it is clear that the local primary school capacity will 
need to be expanded to meet anticipated housing growth. Other areas, such as Formby, 

Crosby, Bootle and Lydiate, it is considered the existing primary school capacity is 
sufficient to meet future need.  

Therefore, it is not just a question of looking at the size of a housing scheme, the existing 
school capacity in the local area must be considered and what other housing proposals 

are planned for in the near future.” 
 

20. Question submitted by Councillor Shaw to the Cabinet Member for Locality 
Services (Councillor Fairclough) 

 

 Subject: Highway White Line Renewal 
 

 1. Would the Cabinet Member please advise how much is provided in the 2022/23 
Council Budget for White Line renewal, covering such things as Stop lines, Give 
Way lines, Centre lines on roads and lines adjacent to Pelican and Zebra 

Crossings? 
 

2. Is the Cabinet Member satisfied that this is sufficient to ensure road safety? 
 

 Response: 

 

1. “The budget for road markings and studs this year is 400k. This includes all lining as 

well as anti-skid surfacing renewal.” 
 
2. “The budget has been increased this year, to reflect the amount of expenditure from 

previous years.  
 

 As with all budgets, this will be monitored throughout the financial year and reported 
as necessary. Work which is deemed to be required for safety purposes will always 
take priority.” 
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